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Concert Season 2025–2026

Musical Director: James Potter



In this concert of beautiful, celestial choral music, New Cambridge Singers
conjure up the sounds of heaven itself. Music of profound consolation and depth,
including an extract from Parry's well-known Songs of Farewell, and a complete
performance of the masterly Requiem by Eleanor Daley, one of the most beloved
and widely-performed Canadian composers of our time.

Saturday 8 November 2025 7.30pm
Church of St Peter and St Paul, 
Steeple Morden SG8 0PD

Tickets £14, students £7 
(with retiring collection for the Royal British Legion) 
See www.newcambridgesingers.org.uk 
for ticket information  
  

Saturday 15 November 2025 7.30pm
St John the Evangelist, 
Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 8RN

Tickets £18, students £8, under 18s free 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/new-cambridge-singers

Eleanor Daley              Requiem
William Henry Harris Faire is the heaven
Hubert Parry                My soul, there is a country

and music by Walton, Mahler and James MacMillan

Visions of Paradise 
Music of remembrance and consolation 
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New Cambridge Singers   
James Potter Musical Director
Founded in 1986, the choir of 35 singers is drawn from a wide range of
backgrounds with membership by audition.

Conducted by James Potter, the choir offers four to five varied programmes a
year, which are generally performed both in a historic Cambridge venue, and
again in one of the surrounding towns or villages.  In addition, the choir often
travels further afield and has given several concerts in London in recent years.

New Cambridge Singers aim for excellence in all that they do and relish their
innovative programming, performing a wide range of music from the Renaissance
to the present day.  The New Cambridge Singers are also committed to, and have
a strong tradition of, the commissioning and performance of new works.



With the London Mozart Players 

Poignant, heartfelt, and searingly powerful,  
Seven Last Words from the Cross is one of James MacMillan's 
most gripping and effective works. For this special concert, 
New Cambridge Singers are joined by the London Mozart 
Players ('unfailing professionalism, artistry, and commitment 
to music') in one of Cambridge's finest venues.  

Alongside the MacMillan, Pulitzer Prize-winning composer 
Caroline Shaw's To the Hands echoes the Passiontide theme 
and reflects on tolerance and migration in the modern world. 

There will be a pre-concert talk at 6.30pm ending by 7.15pm 
and seating will be reserved for those attending – more 
details later. 

James MacMillan   Seven Last Words from the Cross 

Caroline Shaw       To the Hands 

plus Passiontide choral music 
 

 

Following the Star 
Carols for choir and audience 
A carol concert with the New Cambridge Singers is the perfect 
way to kick off the festive season! This year, we journey with 
the enigmatic Wise Men, the Magi, seeing the star and 
travelling from distant lands. Well-loved music and modern 
classics, plus the opportunity to join in with favourite carols:  
a thoughtful and festive way to get into the Christmas spirit. 
 
 

 

 
 

James MacMillan’s 

Seven Last Words 
from the Cross  
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Saturday 21 March 2026 7.30pm 
Church of Our Lady and the English Martyrs, 
Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1JR 

Tickets £25, students £8, under 18s free  
www.ticketsource.co.uk/new-cambridge-singers 
 
 
 

Music by  
Handel, Jonathan Dove, Poulenc and more, plus audience carols 

Will Mason organ 

 

Saturday 13 December 2025 7.30pm 
St Mary and All Saints’ Church, Willingham CB24 5HS 

Tickets £16, under 12s £8 (includes glass of mulled wine or non-alcoholic mulled wine) 
 www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-mary-and-all-saints-church-willingham 
 

Wednesday 17 December 2025 8.00pm 
St Giles’ Church, Castle Street, Cambridge CB3 0AQ 

With a retiring collection in aid of Shelter 
Tickets £18, students £8, under 18s free  
www.ticketsource.co.uk/new-cambridge-singers 



Rise,Heart   
Mystical songs
Will Mason 
organ

Saturday 20 June 2026 7.30pm
All Saints’ Church, 
Great Chesterford CB10 1NP

Tickets £14, students £7
See www.newcambridgesingers.org.uk 
for ticket information

Saturday 27 June 2026 7.30pm
Little St Mary’s Church, 
Cambridge CB2 1QG

Tickets £18, students £8, under 18s free 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/new-cambridge-singers

Vaughan Williams  Five Mystical Songs

Judith Weir              Vertue

Gerald Finzi             Lo, the full, final sacrifice

and music by Holst and Parry

John Donne, Richard Crashaw, George Herbert – between them they represented a
strand of poetry which became known as Metaphysical: a style at once profoundly
spiritual, philosophical, and wryly humourous. Composers have flocked to set their
poetry, which inspired some of their finest works: Vaughan Williams’ magisterial,
moving Five Mystical Songs, Judith Weir’s haunting Vertue, and Gerald Finzi’s
choral masterpiece Lo, the full, final sacrifice. This programme allows listeners to
bask in the perfect union of words and music.
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JAMES POTTER, Musical Director
James is Precentor and Director of Music at Magdalene College,
directing the Chapel Choir and supervising College music. James’
wide-ranging portfolio encompasses work with professional and
amateur ensembles, choral societies, chamber and church choirs,
and new music groups, as well as writing.

Having read Music at The Queen’s College, University of Oxford, he
went on to study conducting with Paul Brough.  He holds diplomas
in organ and choral direction from the Royal College of Organists,
the latter as winner of the John Brook (IAO) Memorial Prize.  While
in Oxford, he held positions at Christ Church Cathedral, Hertford
College, and Pusey House.

www.jamesmpotter.com

FEEDBACK FROM OUR CONCERTS
'The Bach was so atmospheric, we felt part of the concert.' 
  Audience member for a chorale sung in the round

'What a wonderful evening, thank you for such lovely music.'
  Audience member

'We would be delighted to welcome you back another time.’
  The Rector at Linton St Mary’s

Help us make new music!
New Cambridge Singers have a long history of commissioning new works. The New Music
Fund and New Cambridge Songs scheme allow members of the public to play their part
in this important aspect of our music making.

Funding for these commissions has been either by individuals or by sharing costs with
other choirs,  sometimes supplemented by grants from funding bodies, with all of these
contributions usually being assimilated into the New Music Fund. The New Cambridge
Songs scheme was introduced to enable individuals to buy a 'share' in a commission for a
relatively small amount. New commissions performed in recent concerts include 

Paradise Carol by Ben Ponniah, first performed in A Shepherd's Journey, December 2024
De Profundis by Christopher Brown, first perfomed in Songs of Freedom, November 2023

You can donate directly to our New Music Fund. Supporters who are interested in
sponsoring specific new commissions can purchase £50 shares in new works, with a range
of attached benefits.

Please contact our Treasurer, treasurer@newcambridgesingers.org.uk.
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COMING TO OUR CONCERTS

TICKETS FOR OUR CAMBRIDGE CONCERTS 
can be purchased online via Ticketsource:
www.ticketsource.co.uk/new-cambridge-singers
(Scan the QR code on the left)

TICKETS FOR OUR VILLAGE CONCERTS
will normally be available in advance locally. 

Please see our website for up-to-date details:
www.newcambridgesingers.org.uk

(Scan the QR code on the right)

Tickets may also be available on the door for all our concerts.

CONCESSIONS
Tickets for companions of those with long-term disability are free of charge.

STAY IN TOUCH
Please visit our website for more up to date information and
to join our mailing list.  www.newcambridgesingers.org.uk 
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